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Our work in: 
EDUCATION

Ghana, as a whole, has made enormous advances 
in enrolment of children into primary school, as 
well as achieving gender parity in access and 
completion rates at primary level. However learning 
outcomes are low, few children progress beyond 
primary level and over 450,000 children remain 
out-of-school, most of whom come from the 
poorest households and the northern regions. The 
challenge for education systems now is reaching 
those children still excluded - including children 
with disabilities - and improving the quality of 
education provided to all children. 

Access and retention

Access issues include children not starting school 
at the right age, distance to schools, teacher 
absenteeism and pressures on children to skip 
school or drop out for work and marriage. Around 
half of all schools do not have toilets or running 
water and that figure is getting worse, as those 
that do are unable to maintain them. This presents 
an extra barrier to girls, who regularly miss school 
during their period.

Though corporal punishment is banned, it is still 
commonplace, and most children report verbal 
abuse and humiliation from teachers - all cited as 
some of the reasons children miss school and drop 
out.

Quality

For those who do attend, there are chronic 
issues with the quality of education provided and 
consequently, learning outcomes are very low. 
Teachers, especially in early years education, are 
underqualified and undertrained. Outdated and 
ineffective “chalk and talk” teaching methods are 
commonly practiced, failing to engage students 
and ensure meaningful learning. In some cases, just 
2% of primary school children are able to read at 
the right level and 50% cannot read a single word. 

Children in northern Ghana are especially 
disadvantaged, as the region struggles to attract 
and retain skilled teachers and schools are under-
resourced, with poor maintenance and a lack of 
teaching and learning materials. Poor governance 
and lack of parent and community engagement 
reduces the impetus and opportunity for schools to 
improve.

Exclusion of children with disabilities

There are severe barriers to children with disabilities 
accessing education. Almost no schools have 
handrails, just 8% have access ramps and there 
is little inclusion training for teachers. Mothers 
of children with disabilities report being turned 
away by schools who cannot accommodate 
their children’s needs or have concerns about 
them being disruptive to other students. 50% of 
people with disabilities in rural Ghana have had no 
schooling at all. 

450,000 
children are out of 
school

50% 
of people with 
disabilities have no 
schooling

around 1/2
of schools don’t have 
toilets or running 
water

Just 2%
of primary school 
pupils can read

92%
of senior high 
school-aged children 
are not in senior high 
school or higher

THE CHALLENGE -  WHY OUR WORK IS NEEDED:
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• Livelihood support packages of 
microloans and skills training for poor 
families

• School supplies for extremely 
disadvantaged children

• Helping families access welfare support 
like national health insurance and free 
school meals

• Child Rights Clubs to educate and 
empower children on their rights

• Informing and empowering 
communities to support every child’s 
right to education

• Adults from under-represented groups 
serving as role models and mentors

• Inclusive and safe schools with toilets, 
disabled access and removal of 
corporal punishment

• STEM and extracurricular activities
• Sexual and reproductive health rights 

education
• Training teachers in modern and 

effective teaching methods relevant to 
their student age group/level

• Learning materials and resources for 
teachers and schools

• Establishing effective management 
within and between schools

• Parent and community engagement 
with schools to improve quality and 
accountability

Over the next five years we will listen to local people and empower them to make sustainable changes themselves in order to:

BUILD 
MOTIVE

Create Child Champion Communities 
that understand, value and protect 

every child’s right to education

CREATE 
OPPORTUNITY

Improve education services to ensure 
all children can access a quality basic 

education

ENSURE 
MEANS

Ensure families and young people have 
secure livelihoods to protect every 

child’s right to education

76,386 support packages to help 
families improve their 
livelihood security

9,350 young people supported 
to access higher 
education/skills training

231,575 people benefitting from 
improved livelihoods and 
social security

235 Child Champion 
Communities informed 
and empowered to 
protect children’s rights

349,487 people with improved 
knowledge, attitudes and 
practices towards child 
rights

96,938 children educated and 
empowered on their 
rights

320 communities with 
improved education 
services

233,161 school pupils benefitting 
from improved education 
services

7,822 people engaged and 
upskilled to improve 
education services

THE OPPORTUNITY - WHAT WE DO

TARGETS


