
 

 

© AfriKids. All rights reserved | Charity registered in England and Wales: 1141028 | NGO registered in Ghana: DSW/3024 
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AfriKids’ mission is to ensure that every child in Ghana is afforded his/her rights as outlined in the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and to do this by building the capacity and resources of local people, 
organisations and initiatives in such a way that they will be able to continue their efforts independently and sustainably in 
the future.  
To help guarantee the availability of continuing funds to pay for this work, AfriKids aims to maintain a broad base of 
funding sources. It is critical that our fundraising is transparent, ethical and responsible. The purpose of this policy is to 
ensure clarity and openness to all AfriKids’ stakeholders.  
Responsible Fundraising  

AfriKids is committed to responsible fundraising practices. AfriKids is a member of the Fundraising Regulator, which is an 
independent self-regulatory organisation which means we are committed to the highest standards in fundraising. 
AfriKids follows the Fundraising Regulator’s Fundraising Promise and the Codes of Fundraising Practice, meaning 
AfriKids’ fundraising activity will always be legal, open, honest and respectful. More information can be found here 
(www.fundraisingregulator.org.uk). Our approach to responsible fundraising is driven by these six key principles, 

1. We have honest relationships with our donors; 
2. We retain our independence and avoid over-reliance on one or more key donors; 
3. We have good processes for making decisions about who we accept money from;  
4. We seek to be as cost effective as possible in developing sustainable fundraising income streams; 
5. We will adhere to the Fundraising Regulator Codes of Practice to ensure best practice, transparency and 

accountability and are governed by the Charities Act 2022; 
6. We will ensure our fundraising activities are in line with our Safeguarding Policy, Privacy Policy and Anti-Bribery 

and Corruption Policy. 
Where our funds come from and how we spend them 

AfriKids is impartial and independent of any government, political ideology, company or religious belief, and we ensure 
that our fundraising respects and protects this. We actively seek funding in pursuit of our charitable and strategic 
objectives. We accept donations from a range of sources – trusts, foundations, governments, companies and individuals 
- where there will be a benefit to our work, without compromising our mission, independence and values. 
We will not solicit or accept gifts from individuals, governments or organisations that might use their funding relationship 
with AfriKids to deflect criticism from their own involvement in child rights abuses, or with whom association would 
significantly risk our reputation. 

All donations to AfriKids UK, unless otherwise agreed in writing, will be allocated to the charity’s general funds (ie 
unrestricted) to be used flexibly as needed. All funds will be used carefully to further the mission of AfriKids and in 
compliance with charity law and regulatory requirements. 

Acceptance criteria 

All gifts and offers of support from organisations and governments over £5000 in value will be screened against a set of 
ethical guidelines in accordance with our fundraising procedures. Gifts and legacies to the value of £5000 and above 
from individuals will also be subject to screening prior to solicitation or acceptance. If we turn down a gift or offer of 
support, we will explain why. We can only accept donations that are lawfully made.  
When deciding whether to accept any particular donation, AfriKids has a duty to demonstrate to the Charity Commission 
that it has acted in the best interest of The Charity’s beneficiaries, and that association with any particular donor does 
not enable harm to children, compromise AfriKids’ position, harm our reputation or put future funding at risk.  
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In this regard, the main criteria for accepting partnerships/donations will be whether there are strong grounds for 
believing that it will result in benefits to ensuring that every child in Ghana is afforded his/her rights. We will consider the 
advantages to children and their communities in Ghana of accepting donations against any possible risk to our ability to 
continue to serve children in Ghana in the longer term. AfriKids will also consider funders’ commitment to responsible 
Environmental, Social and Governance practices due to their implications for the communities we serve. 
In addition, we will notify the relevant regulatory bodies such as Charity Commission of any significant donations made 
by unknown bodies. 
AfriKids may accept gifts of crypto-assets and other forms of digital assets after due diligence is performed to determine 
that the asset is able to be transferred and liquidated. All crypto gifts will be liquidated upon receipt. 
Avoidance criteria  

AfriKids complies with all relevant legislation including money laundering rules, the Bribery Act 2010 and Charity 
Commission guidance, including terrorism and political activity.  
AfriKids will not accept funding where the donation:  

• Is known to be directly associated with child or sexual exploitation, criminal sources or general human rights 
abuses; 

• Would help further a donor’s personal or business objectives which conflict with those of AfriKids; 
• Would lead to a possible decline in support for AfriKids, and so risk a decline in the resources available to fund 

our work; 
• Would otherwise significantly damage our reputation. 

Cause Related Marketing, Affinity Marketing and Product/Service Endorsement 

• AfriKids does not endorse or promote the products or services of any third party.  
• Reference to third parties will be exclusively in relation to their association with AfriKids, as and where 

appropriate. 
• Only AfriKids staff and Associated Personnel will have direct access to our confidential information (including 

data on our donors and database and our beneficiaries) and on a need-to-know basis, only for the purposes of 
their work with AfriKids;  

• In order to ensure that any cause-related marketing partnerships represent the Charity’s values and interests, 
any potential initiative will be approved as stated in our delegation of authority. 

Decision-Making Process 

We operate the Charity Commission’s ‘Know your Donor’ (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charities-due-
diligence-checks-and-monitoring-end-use-of-funds)principle and complete a screening process on every donation in 
excess of £5,000 to make reasonable and appropriate attempts to identify risks of partnership. The person negotiating 
the funding on behalf of AfriKids should complete a Funder Screening Form. All Funder Screening Forms will be saved 
on the database. 

1. All donations in excess of £5,000 should be approved by a Manager.  
2. All donations in excess of £5,000 identified with potential conflicts to our Responsible Fundraising Policy should 

be approved by the Director of Fundraising.  
3. All major donations identified as ‘high risk’ should be approved by the Board of Trustees. 

Monitoring 

AfriKids monitors our fundraising activities closely to ensure compliance with our Responsible Fundraising Policy and 
procedures. All funding partnerships should be reviewed on an on-going annual basis, or when partnership agreements 
are renewed, to ensure that there is no change or conflicts with the funder’s circumstances that could bring the 
partnership in conflict with AfriKids’ Responsible Fundraising Policy. The updated Funder Screening Form will inform the 
appropriate decision of next steps, which may include us not being able to accept donations or enter partnerships or 
associations. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charities-due-diligence-checks-and-monitoring-end-use-of-funds
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charities-due-diligence-checks-and-monitoring-end-use-of-funds
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Should a potential conflict with our Responsible Fundraising Policy arise during the annual review cycle, the Funder 
Screening Form will be reviewed and the crisis management procedure initiated if conflicts are identified.  
Refunds  

We are grateful for your donation and support. Under charity law (The Charities Act 2022) charities are not permitted to 
refund donations, except under certain circumstances. 

AfriKids will consider issuing a refund if one of the following situations applies:  

- The donation was made as a result of a technical error, a duplicate donation was made or the donation was 
made without the donor’s permission,  

- There is a legal requirement to refund the donation e.g. your donation was made as a result of fraudulent 
activity,  

- AfriKids is no longer able to meet the terms and conditions of a gift and a revised mutual agreement cannot be 
reached, in which case the law requires the donation to be returned, 

- The donation compromises AfriKids’ position, reputation or puts future funding at risk, as outlined in the 
Acceptance Criteria [see above]. 

To request a refund, contact us at info@afrikids.org or 0207 2690740 and the request will be submitted for 
consideration by the UK Fundraising team. 

If you are not satisfied with the decision reached by our fundraising team, you can follow our complaints procedure here 
(www.afrikids.org/contact-us)  

Complaints  

AfriKids is a member of the Fundraising Regulator, which is an independent self-regulatory organisation. As a member 
we are committed to the highest standards in fundraising. AfriKids follows the Fundraising Regulator’s Fundraising 
Promise as well as the Codes of Fundraising Practice. These codes set the standards for fundraising activity throughout 
the UK, and we use the Fundraising Regulator’s logo to show that we are following these standards, more information 
found here (www.fundraisingregulator.org.uk). 
We recognise that although our supporters may share our values, they may not agree with everything we say or do – for 
children or in raising funds. We respond to questions and feedback from supporters promptly and consider fully the 
points of view expressed.  
AfriKids complaints procedure can be found on our website (www.afrikids.org/contact-us/). 
Investments 

Under AfriKids’ Articles of Association, The Charity may deposit or invest funds in any lawful manner and delegate the 
management of investments to a Financial Expert, but only on terms that: 

• The investment policy is set down in writing for the Financial Expert by the Trustees; 
• Every transaction is reported promptly to the Trustees; 
• The performance of the investments is reviewed regularly with the Trustees; 
• The Trustees are entitled to cancel the delegation arrangement at any time; 
• The investment policy and the delegation arrangement are reviewed at least once a year 
• All payments due to the Financial Expert are on a scale or at a level which is agreed in advance and are notified 

promptly to the Trustees on receipt. 
Transparency 

AfriKids will make the Responsible Fundraising Policy available to all its stakeholders.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/25/contents/enacted
mailto:info@afrikids.org
http://www.afrikids.org/contact-us
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